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Introduction: European Sea Ports Organisation (ESPO)
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The first port of call 

for European transport policy makers in Brussels

A knowledge network 

that drives ports to perform better



Port Governance – the different actors operating in the port area

Greening the maritime sector requires a 

differentiated approach 

-> Involving the port authority itself and the 

different stakeholders in the port area. 



Environmental issues are on top of the agenda for European port 
authorities



Ports are partners in the green transition – the greening of shipping is a 
priority

European ports support the European Green Deal ambitions

ESPO welcomes the Fit for 55-package published in July 2021

• A comprehensive package of policy proposals (new legislation and revisions of 
existing rules)

• Intended to deliver 55% GHG reductions by 2030 -> making the EU “Fit for 55”

• All sectors of the EU to contribute to emission reductions

-> Crucial to making the Green Deal ambitions a reality



Central message: 
Ports are partners in the 
green energy transition

Ports as hubs of renewable energy



Green transition: ports are part of the solution

• On average 40% of throughput of European ports are 
sources of energy

• Ports will play an equally important role in the production, 
supply, import, export and storage of clean energies and 
technologies

Hubs of energy

• All blue economy sectors, in particular the offshore 
renewable energy need a port (supply of the offshore, 
bringing on land and conversion of the energy)

Unique landing points for blue economy



Renewables are increasingly being used in transport



Ports are contributing in a positive 

way to greening Europe’s economy, 

and society as a whole.

• Ports are important producers 

and providers of clean energy 

solutions;

• They are key players in the blue 

economy (offshore, sustainable 

cruise);

• Ports are hubs for circular 

economy;

• Ports are committed to 

strengthening port-city 

relationships.

How are ports 
positively 
contributing to 
the energy 
transition?



State of play for energy in ports: Trends in EU Ports Governance 
2016



State of play: OPS available in majority of surveyed European ports, 
and more is underway



State of play: LNG is available in many European ports, and more is 
underway



State of play: LNG is available in many European ports, and more is 

underway



State of play: LNG is available in many European ports, and more is 

underway



Current infrastructure availability (ammonia, methanol)

Source: DNV Alternative Fuels Insights database, 2022

Lack of disaggregated data on 
hydrogen, ammonia, and 
methanol use by vessels.

2021 EU MRV Report:

Vast majority of vessels use
conventional fuels (HFO, MGO),
methanol-propelled ships part of
’other’ categories.

Fourth IMO GHG Study (2020):

Neither hydrogen fueled engines
nor ammonia fueled engines
applicable to ships of larger size
have been developed yet.



Re-calling the central message: 

Ports are partners in the green 
energy transition



Thank you!
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